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Recommended Decision: As a group, we decided it would be in the best interest of our 
department to stick with and support the decision our Athletic Director has made. 
  
Decision Criteria: The reason for our decision was to show our loyalty to our university and our 
department. Although news broke that an ongoing investigation had been going on, there hasn’t 
been any new evidence regarding Paul Blake. The investigation thus far has not produced any 
evidence showing Blake is guilty and we must protect our athlete as he moves through this 
difficult process. Our mission is as followed, “The Texas State Athletic Department is committed 
to providing all student-athletes with opportunities to receive a world-class education, win 
championships, and develop into the leaders of tomorrow while embracing our partnerships 
within the community.” With this as our mission we must follow our mission to the best of our 
ability, even in the face of internal and external challenges like this. Similar to any decision 
within college athletics, potential stakeholders are important to consider. First, we are looking to 
stand by our student-athlete at this time. We are going to support him as long as the investigation 
shows his innocence. If at any time that changes we will act accordingly. Our athletic 
department, our fans and also stakeholders that are affected in this situation. Our fans and our 
athletic department share a common interest, winning. Our best shot at winning is when Blake is 
our quarterback. Thus far this season we have reached the 9-0 mark and have a great shot at 
playing in a money making bowl game. As an athletic department we are not basing our decision 
solely on the basis of winning. We are taking morals into consideration with every move. Sexual 
assault has no place in our university, the sport of football, or the world we live in and we are not 
downplaying its significance by any means. Sexual assault is morally wrong on all accounts. 
Paul Blake has not been found guilty of sexual assault and at this time there isn’t evidence that 
leads us to believe otherwise. We will act in full cooperation with law enforcement and do what 
we can to aid this investigation. We have asked local law enforcement to keep us updated with 
the investigation and if anything changes direction in regards to our values and mission we will 
act swiftly and justly. Overall, we are going to continue to support the decision that our athletic 
director has made based on the information we have received. We are in a difficult position as a 
department, as we don’t have any information from law enforcement that appears to find our 
quarterback Paul Blake guilty. We do not want to downplay the importance of an issue like 
sexual assault but we are allowing the process to continue and we will assist in any way we can. 
As of now, there hasn’t been an ethically problematic action committed, and until that changes, 
we will continue to treat Paul Blake as innocent. One action we are going to make is to put our 
athletes through a sexual assault information class. Although there are only accusations 
circulating, we want to make sure that this does not happen in the future. If there is any new 
information presented to our department that shows any and all wrongdoings by anyone that is a 



part of our university and athletic department we will act swiftly and effectively to make sure a 
situation like this will not happen again.  
 
Proof of Recommendation: Our athletic department has come to the conclusion of allowing 
Paul Blake to participate in this weekends football game, and the rest of the season until 
evidence is put forward to show his guiltiness or innocence. We stand strong next to our athletic 
director's decision and continue to stress our department's missions and visions to embrace the 
classroom, competition, as well as community. We understand there have been college athlete 
sexual assault cases in other universities, and recognize how those programs handled it. In one 
specific case at Florida State University, football player Jameis Winston was accused of raping 
another student. There were multiple investigations, but all failed to prove what actually 
happened. The victim then decided to not go to trial, and did drop her Title IX lawsuit against the 
school, but the university reached a settlement with the victim of 950,000 dollars. In an interview 
the school president stated "Although we regret we will never be able to tell our full story in 
court, it is apparent that a trial many months from now would have left FSU fighting over the 
past rather than looking toward its very bright future," (cnn). Which shows that the university 
wants to get past this scandal, and move on together as a community. The school also put a 
required sexual assault course for all athletes, hired more Title IX compliance employees along 
with campus safety workers. These actions show how the university wants to prevent events like 
the Jameis Winston case, and educate their students on sexual assault so hopefully it does not 
happen to other students. Similar to Florida State, our university at Texas State is implementing 
courses for sexual assault with hopes of there not being another allegation of our athletes 
engaging in this horrible behavior. In most cases of sexual assault, if there is not strong evidence 
against the athlete the university will stick with the athlete in hopes of their innocence, but once 
evidence is presented the university will stick with their mission and vision of the university and 
no longer support the athlete and the actions they engaged in. Another case of sexual assault and 
the actions taken by the university is dealing with the Baylor football team. Thirty one athletes 
were accused of 52 counts of rape over a 3 year span (texastribune). The board of the university 
claims they were not aware of what was going on at the time, but the coach and school president 
had an idea of what these players were doing. The board then fired both of these men, and began 
to unsupport the accused players. This whole scandal is shady, but nevertheless the university 
took actions and fired employees that had knowledge of these heinous acts. At this point, the 
government is stepping in and trying to pass a bill that prohibits registered sex offenders of living 
in public and private campus housing, with hopes of bringing the sexual assault rate down 
(texastribune). If this was implemented, Texas State would fully back the bill, since we do not 
support sexual assault. As of now, the university will continue to support Blake, and continue to 
express our core values and mission of the school.  
 
 



Critique of Options: We see no reason to suspend Paul Blake, due to the fact that he has no 
charges filed against him and so far it is only an allegation. Texas State University athletic 
department’s policy states, “In the event the student-athlete is charged with a felony, absent 
extraordinary circumstances as determined by the administration, he/she will not be permitted to 
represent TSU Athletics in game competition until such time as the charge is resolved and all 
court, university and athletics department conditions for reinstatement have been met.” Looking 
at Paul Blake’s case and looking at our athletic department’s policy, there is no reason to 
suspend Blake for the upcoming games. If we were to suspend Blake, his Heisman chase would 
most likely come to a halt and with our quarterback goes our chance at winning the National 
Championship or a prominent bowl game. Also by suspending Blake, our revenue will go down 
dramatically, considering that our fans have come back solely due to Blake’s play and how he 
has lead the team so far. The donations and the sold-out crowds will leave if we decide to 
suspend a quarterback who is innocent as of now. 
 
Major Disadvantages of Recommendation: One of the disadvantages of not suspending Paul 
Blake is the public’s view of our school. Blake is a big name in college football right now and 
with the big name comes great coverage. There has been substantial pressure to suspend Blake 
and by not suspending the player amongst the allegations, it gives our school the wrong image of 
not caring about sexual assault and the safety of our students on campus. This is clearly not the 
message we want to send out to the public. We will hold a press conference explaining our 
decision to not suspend Blake until we find out more about the case. We will also address our 
upcoming games and how we plan to approach each game to draw the attention away from the 
allegations on our quarterback.  
Another disadvantage of not suspending Blake is that he is currently a strong favorite to win the 
Heisman. The Heisman Trust’s mission statement reads, “The Heisman Memorial Trophy 
annually recognizes the outstanding college football player whose performance best exhibits the 
pursuit of excellence with integrity. The winners of the trophy epitomize great ability combined 
with diligence, perseverance, and hard work. The Heisman Trophy Trust's mission is to ensure 
the continuation and integrity of this award.” Blake’s skills on the field are unmatched, but with 
the sexual assault allegation on his name, the public might say he is not fit to win one of the most 
prominent awards in sports. The public might look at this situation at Texas State and criticize 
the school for its lack of authority on their players. To preserve our integrity, we will base 
Blake’s Heisman campaign around his excellent play on the field and his engagement with the 
community around him. We will show the public Blake’s true character by having him volunteer 
in his free time and help out the community around Texas State.  
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