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“Elon Musk.” Biography.com, A&E Networks Television, 30 Jan. 2018, 
www.biography.com/people/elon-musk-20837159. 
 

Born June 28, 1971 in South Africa 
Founded X.com which turned into PayPal in 1999 
Founded SpaceX in 2002 
Founded Tesla Motors in 2003 
Net worth of over $20 Billion 
Attended Queen’s University, University of Pennsylvania, and Stanford University 
Dropped out of Stanford after 2 days to become a part of the internet boom 
Launched Zip2 Corporation and sold it for $307 million to Compaq 
Launched Falcon 9 into space with 1,000 pounds of supplies for astronauts at 

International Space Station 
First private company to send an a spacecraft to the International Space Station 
Tesla surpassed GM as the most valuable U.S. car maker in April of 2017 
“Failure is an option here. If things are not failing, you're not innovating enough (Elon 

Musk).” 
 
Kim, Larry. “35 Electrifying Facts About Elon Musk.” Inc.com, Inc., 22 Apr. 2015, 
www.inc.com/larry-kim/35-electrifying-facts-about-elon-musk.html. 
 

Musk’s annual salary for Tesla Motors is $1 
Tesla Model S got a safety rating of 5.4/5 from the National Highway Safety 

Administration 
Musk has reduced the cost of reaching the International Space Station by 90%, bringing it 

down from $1 billion per mission to just $60 million. 
Falcon rocket get its name from Star Wars’ Millennium Falcon 
Both Tesla and SpaceX came close to failing 
Tesla had production problems with their first car, Roadster 
SpaceX failed its 3 initial launch attempts 

 
Belanger, Lydia. “24 Weird Things We've Learned About Elon Musk.” Entrepreneur, 22 
Dec. 2017, www.entrepreneur.com/article/288010. 
 

Violently bullied as a child, needed surgery to fix deviated septum at 41 
Lived off of loans from wealthy friends and used his last $35 million to keep his stake at 

Tesla 
Always moving and working “I always move my desk to wherever -- I don’t really have a 

desk actually -- I move myself to wherever the biggest problem is in Tesla. I really believe that 
one should lead from the front lines, and that’s why I’m here (Lydia Belanger).” 
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I. Introduction 
A. Known as the real life Tony Stark and the 53rd richest man alive 

1. Dropping out of Stanford at the Internet boom to start his first company 
2. Founding SpaceX 
3. Founding Tesla Motors 

II. Body 
A. Dropping out of Stanford at the Internet boom to start Zip2 Corporation 

1. Spent 2 days at Stanford before leaving to start Zip2 Corporation 
a) Zip2 online city guide; provided content for New York Times and 

Chicago Tribune 
b) Zip2 sold to Compaq Computer Corp for $307 million in 1999 

2. Co-founded X.com after the sale of Zip2 in 1999 
a) X.com turned into PayPal 
b) Acquired by eBay for $1.5 billion in stocks. Musk owned 11% of 

PayPal when it sold in 2002 
B. Founded SpaceX in 2002 

1. Intention was to build spacecraft for commercial travel 
a) In 2009, sent 1,000 pounds of supplies to astronauts in the 

International Space Station 
b) First private company to send a spacecraft to the ISS 

2. Began using reusable parts to build  
a) Successful test flight and landing opening door to affordable space 

travel 
b) Reduced the cost of reaching the International Space Station by 

90%, bringing it down from $1 billion to $60 million per mission 
C. Founded Tesla Motors in 2003 

1. Producing affordable, mass-market electric cars with Musk overseeing all 
product development, engineering and design of the company's products 

a) Model S, Tesla’s first electric sedan honored Car of the Year by 
Motor Trend magazine in 2013 

b) Surpassed GM as the most valuable U.S. car maker in 2017 
2. Moved to Tesla Semi’s and the new Roadster 

a) Semi boasts 500 miles of range as well as a battery and motors 
built to last 1 million miles; set for 2019 

b) Roadster going to be the fastest car ever made going 0 to 60 in 1.9 
seconds; set for 2020 

III. Conclusion 
A. One of the greatest inventors in our time 

1. Dropped out of Stanford to start Zip2 Corp 
2. Founded SpaceX 
3. Founded Tesla Motors  

B. Bringing ideas into reality, introduce Elon Musk 


